
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S53 January 7, 2015 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise to 

speak about the 50th anniversary of 
Medicare as well. I commend the re-
marks of both the senior Senator from 
Oregon and the senior Senator from Il-
linois about this 50-year anniversary 
since President Lyndon Johnson first 
sent his message to Congress that 
would later become both the Medicare 
and Medicaid Programs. As was re-
ferred to earlier, there are 100 million 
Americans benefiting, including over 
4.8 million in my home State of Penn-
sylvania, when we consider both pro-
grams together. 

When President Johnson sent this 
message, he said: 

Our first concern must be to assure that 
the advance of medical knowledge leaves 
none behind. We can—and we must—strive 
now to assure the availability of and accessi-
bility to the best health care for all Ameri-
cans, regardless of age or geography or eco-
nomic status. 

So said President Johnson all those 
years ago, and how prescient he was 
and how knowledgeable he was as well 
to be thinking about the future and to 
be considering advances in technology 
and holding all of us to the highest pos-
sible standard when it came to health 
care for older Americans or health care 
for the poor and for children. 

We know that in the ensuing 50 years 
we have strived to make that vision of 
President Johnson a reality, first, of 
course, with Medicare and Medicaid; 
and then more recently—‘‘recently’’ 
meaning the last 20 years or so—with 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, known by the acronym CHIP; 
and then followed by, a number of 
years after that, the Affordable Care 
Act, which included an expansion of 
the Medicaid Program, providing cov-
erage to millions more Americans. 

We know that when Medicaid was 
created in 1965, the U.S. Government 
put forth a promise to ensure that the 
most vulnerable members of society 
would have access to health care. 
Whether it is our children or whether 
it is frail, elderly members of our fam-
ily living in nursing homes or individ-
uals with disabilities, Medicaid ensures 
they have access to health care. So we 
have made great strides. 

Let me quote again from President 
Johnson: 

Poor families increasingly are forced to 
turn to overcrowded hospital emergency 
rooms and to overburdened city clinics as 
their only resource to meet their routine 
health care needs. 

Again, President Johnson was way 
ahead of his time in dealing with what 
was then a problem and still remains a 
problem but less so a problem because 
of Medicaid. 

This important lifeline—Medicaid— 
to health care, having been created 50 
years ago, was strengthened in 2010 and 
helps ensure that millions of Ameri-
cans have access to quality, com-
prehensive health care. 

We must continue to make sure that 
we guarantee Medicaid remains strong 

and provides such needed care to those 
in our society who often get over-
looked. We must never forget that 
Medicaid is the program that many 
middle-class families and lower income 
older citizens who are on assistance 
and people with disabilities turn to 
when they need extended nursing home 
care, sometimes referred to as long- 
term care. So when it comes to long- 
term care for poorer families as well as 
long-term care for middle-class fami-
lies, often millions of Americans are 
turning and have turned for their long- 
term care to Medicaid, and we should 
remember that. 

As we celebrate this 50th anniver-
sary, let’s always ensure that both 
Medicare and Medicaid remain strong 
programs that so many Americans can 
turn to. We must do our best to be true 
to Lyndon Johnson’s vision ‘‘that the 
advance of medical knowledge leaves 
none behind.’’ It is a very important 
anniversary, and it is a good reminder 
about our obligations in the Senate to 
protect both Medicare and Medicaid. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR 
SENATE COMMITTEES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to engage in a 
colloquy with Senator DURBIN on be-
half of the Democratic leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
the 112th Congress the Senate adopted 
a new funding allocation for Senate 
committees. This approach has served 
the Senate for the past two Congresses 
when the Democrats controlled the ma-
jority. I believe this approach will con-
tinue to serve the interests of the Sen-
ate and the public, regardless of which 
party is in the majority, by helping to 
retain core committee staff with insti-
tutional knowledge. This funding allo-
cation is based on the party division of 
the Senate, with 10 percent of the total 
majority and minority salary baseline 
going to the majority for administra-
tive expenses. However, regardless of 
the party division of the Senate, the 
minority share of the majority and mi-
nority salary baseline will not be less 
than 40 percent, and the majority share 
will not exceed 60 percent. It is my in-
tent that this approach will continue 
to serve the Senate for this Congress 
and future Congresses. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this ap-
proach met our needs for the last two 
Congresses, and I too would like to see 
it continue. In addition, last Congress, 
special reserves was restored to its his-
toric purpose. We should continue to 
fund special reserves to the extent pos-
sible in order to be able to assist com-
mittees that face urgent, unantici-
pated, nonrecurring needs. Recognizing 
the tight budgets we will face for the 
foreseeable future, it is necessary to 
continue to bring funding authoriza-

tions more in line with our actual re-
sources while ensuring that commit-
tees are able to fulfill their responsibil-
ities. I look forward to continuing to 
work with the majority leader to ac-
complish this. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that a joint 
leadership letter be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, DC, January 7, 2015. 

WE MUTUALLY COMMIT TO THE FOLLOWING 
FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS: The Rules Com-
mittee is to determine the budgets of the 
committees of the Senate. The budgets of 
the committees, including joint and special 
committees, and all other subgroups, shall 
be apportioned to reflect the ratio of the 
Senate as of this date, including an addi-
tional ten percent (10%) from the majority 
and minority salary baseline to be allocated 
to the chairman for administrative expenses. 

Special Reserves has been restored to its 
historic purpose. Requests for funding will 
only be considered when submitted by a com-
mittee chairman and ranking member for 
unanticipated, non-recurring needs. Such re-
quests shall be granted only upon the ap-
proval of the chairman and ranking member 
of the Rules Committee. 

Funds for committee expenses shall be 
available to each chairman consistent with 
the Senate rules and practices of the 113th 
Congress. 

The division of committee office space 
shall be commensurate with this funding 
agreement. 

The chairman and ranking member of any 
committee may, by mutual agreement, mod-
ify the apportionment of committee funding 
and office space. 

MITCH MCCONNELL. 
HARRY REID. 

f 

REMEMBERING EDWARD BROOKE 
Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I wish to 

pay tribute to a former member of this 
Chamber, and note with pleasure the 
passage of S. Res. 19. 

Senator Edward Brooke of Massachu-
setts passed away on January 3, 2015 at 
the age of 95. I was deeply saddened by 
his loss. I had the privilege of hosting 
an event last year celebrating Amer-
ica’s Black Senators. We invited Sen-
ator Brooke, but he was unable to at-
tend. We did honor him that day, be-
cause as one of the two African Ameri-
cans to currently serve in this great 
body, I know that I stand on the shoul-
ders of giants like Senator Brooke and 
those who have come before me in pub-
lic service. Senator Brooke was a true 
trailblazer, and those of us who fol-
lowed cannot thank him enough. As 
the first African American Senator to 
be popularly elected to serve, he was a 
true inspiration. 

From his service to our Nation begin-
ning as a captain in the U.S. Army dur-
ing World War II, to his service as 
chairman of the Finance Commission 
for the city of Boston and then as the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ at-
torney general before coming to the 
Senate, Senator Brooke was a com-
mitted public servant. Having served 
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